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The actual history of the United States' worst-kept military secret revealed in graphic format.Though

nearly everyone has heard of it, almost no one has known anything about it . . . until now. Located in

the remote Nevada desert near the dry bed of Groom Lake, Area 51 is the most famous military

installation in the world that doesn't "officially" exist. In Area 51, author Dwight Zimmerman and artist

Greg Scott unravel the real history - minus the aliens and sci-fi movie plots - revealing in detail how

for more than 60 years, the CIA, the U.S. Air Force, and aerospace company Lockheed Martin have

all used Area 51 as a staging ground for test flights of experimental or highly classified aircrafts.

Scott illustrates the Archangel-12 as well as follow-on aircrafts, such as the U-2, the SR-71

Blackbird, and the F-117 Nighthawk stealth fighter, while author Zimmerman tells the history of how

they sprang from the research and development conducted at Area 51. This first-of-its-kind graphic

history strips away the fantastical aspects of this mysterious location and establishes the actual,

significant history made there.
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I wasn't really sure what to expect when I started reading Area 51. Was it going to be another UFO



conspiracy piece, disguised as the "actual" story of the governments secret facility near Groom

Lake, Nevada? Was it going to be something chock full of misinformation and deflection to keep

everyone still guessing about the actual nature of the installation? Was it going to be full blown,

open the doors, no holds-barred here are all the secrets? It was none of the above -- but it was still

a fantastic read.Avoiding just about all mention of conspiracy and UFOs, and everything else that

surrounds most stories of the facility known as Area 51, this graphic novel sticks to basic facts about

the United States spy and experimental air craft programs from 1947-2013. Working with recently

declassified documents, Zimmerman and Scott create a blow-by-blow breakdown of just about

every spy plane, reconnaissance craft, stealth vessel, and drone that the US military has worked on

and produced since the dawn of the Cold War. All of these were either built, or extensively tested at

Area 51 and many gave rise to the popular waves of UFO sightings and conspiracies surrounding

secrecy on the base. Ostensibly, this secrecy is solely due to the fact that the government was

hiding technological secrets about our intelligence gathering technology from our enemies, namely

the Soviets and the Chinese, rather than hiding extraterrestrials.Short, sweet, and to the point, Area

51 checks in at a hair under 100 pages, but it packs a good punch for the history buff or student.

Seeing as by being a graphic novel history, this book will most likely be read more by young adults,

it works perfectly in providing a history of Cold War spy technology.
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